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Past research efforts on Mississippi River turtles by University of Dubuque student researchers have yielded inconsistent capture/recapture rates.  We sought to compare trapping protocols (trap orientation and trap location) on river turtle captures within a backwater of 9-Mile Island in Pool 12 of the Mississippi River.  We employed three trap orientations: A) all traps open toward shore, B) all traps open away from shore, and C) alternating traps open toward shore with traps open away from shore.  Traps within each treatment were spaced four feet apart and connected by drift fencing that helped funnel turtles towards the trap openings.  Drift fencing also was extended four feet from the edges of the terminal traps.  Trap orientations were randomly assigend to three locations within the backwater: western edge, middle, and eastern edge.  Although we successfully captured five species of river turtles within the backwater (Apalone spinifera, Chelydra serpentina, Chrysemys scripta, Graptemys geographica, and G. ouachitensis), only Chrysemys scripta were abundant throughout the study.  Our data analysis will test the following null hypotheses: 1) there is no difference in river turtle captures between the different trap orientations and 2) there is no difference in river turtle captures between the different trap locations.
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