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Beginning in 1989, the Army Corps of Engineers along with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Upper Mississippi Environmental Sciences Center (UMESC) began an island restoration project in Pool 8 of the Mississippi River. The pool is located within the Upper Mississippi River Valley Wildlife Refuge between the towns of Dresbach, MN and Genoa, WI. The particular site for the restoration project was a lake like stretch of the pool located just south of Brownsville, MN. The project was part of the Army Corps of Engineers, Environmental Management Program (EMP), which planned to restore, “many of the islands in pool 8 that had eroded or have disappeared since the construction of the lock and dam system along the Mississippi. This has increased wind fetch and associated turbidity in the backwater areas, resulting in a loss of valuable aquatic plant beds that migrating canvasback ducks use for food” (Army Corps of Engineers project description). Under the mandate of the federal EMP there was no authorization that specified including a human perspective study of the habitat project. This presented a unique opportunity for a follow-up study to be conducted to assess the perspectives and opinions of the stakeholders involved. The city of Stoddard, Wisconsin located along the banks of the Mississippi River in Vernon County in South Western Wisconsin was chosen as a representative sample of the towns being affected by the Habitat Project. 
The collection of stakeholder opinions and perspectives began in August 2008, with an on-site study. Focusing on the following five aspects: knowledge of project, use of river, wildlife, ascetics, stakeholders impute. An expanded follow-up mail survey was conducted during December. The follow-up mailed survey was designed to garner a greater qualitative reading of stakeholder opinions. Preliminary results reveal that 91% of the mail survey respondents and 94 % of the verbal survey respondents reported that they were aware of the Habitat Project, 82% of mail survey respondents say that they recreate on the river, with fishing and boating being the most popular. Furthermore, those who responded said that their overall impression of the project was positive, rating the project at a 4 out of a 5. 
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