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Experimental fish passways are scheduled to be constructed at navigation dams 22 and 26 in the Upper Mississippi River (UMR). This study was initiated to collect pre-construction data that verifies individual fish passage through UMR locks and dams, the fishes’ use of locks for movement among pools, and distances traveled. Species-specific movements and passage frequencies are described for fish tagged during spring 1996 through fall 2008. Stationary receivers (VR2, VEMCO, LTD) were set in the UMR above and below Lock and dams 19, 22 and 26 to monitor passage. Additional receivers were set in pools 21, 25, in the middle Mississippi River (MMR) and in tributaries including the Illinois, Missouri, and Meremac rivers. Fish species surgically inserted with sonic tags included the exotic Asian carp species (Silver and Bighead), three sturgeon species (Pallid, Lake, and Shovelnose), Paddlefish, White Bass, Blue Catfish, and Common Carp. The fish were collected and released above and below navigation dams 22 and 26. Our data indicates that all our study species were capable of moving through locks and dams, both up and down river, and passage frequency and periodicity is species dependent. Factors such as water levels, time of year, position of dam gates, and movement direction appear to affect passage ability. This and future data will be used in conjunction with hydroacoustic and Didson data in an attempt to compare fish passage among UMR pools before and after passway construction. 
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